I NT. DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT 1

Si x people sit around a large, circular dining roomtable in
a dining room kitchen. GEORCGE, 58, and MARI A, 65, sit next
to their two children, CONNOR, 28, and LAUREN, 24. Their
guests this evening are famly friends LUCA, 58, and his

w fe JOYCE, 57.

Everyone is working on a bowl of seafood pasta. The Lazy
Susan in the center is well-stocked with wi ne, bread,
seltzer, and several bow s into which everyone has deposited
their clam and nussel shells.

Two dogs, MKE and HARRY, sit at Maria' s feet, waiting on
scraps.

LUCA
But the problemis-George-the
problemis, they show up at the
hospital, who ends up payi ng? You
under st and what |’ m sayi ng?

Maria stands and wal ks to the stove. The dogs, thinking a
treat is inmnent, start wagging their tails.

MARI A
Does anyone want nore pasta?
There’s plenty of pasta. Connor?

CONNOR
|"m fine.

GEORGE
(to Luca)
| agree.

LUCA
|’ mthe one paying taxes, and if |
go-let’s say | break aleg, | go to
the hospital, | end up paying!
Meanwhi | e, these guys show up from
| dunno where, Costa Rica, and they
pay nothing. | end up paying again.

Connor pushes sone pasta around in his bow, avoiding the
shel I fish. He's sandw ched between Lauren and Ceor ge;
there’s no easy way to get up fromthe table.

JOYCE
| don’t have any problemw th them
bei ng here. The ones that work in
your shop are fine. But | don’t
t hi nk we shoul d be paying for their
heal t hcare.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

LAUREN
| don’t think anyone shoul d pay for
heal thcare. Like in the UK

GEORGE
Soneone’s still paying, just
t hrough taxes. There's no such
thing as free healthcare.

Maria returns to the table with a large bow of salad. She
starts serving it to those who have finished their pasta.

LUCA
What do you think, Connor?

Connor finishes a bhite.

CONNOR
| think society is waiting around
for your generation to die.

MARI A
Connor!!

GEORGE
(si mul taneousl y)
Excuse ne?

A pause, then:

CONNOR
None of you are going to change
your mnds. You all think you
understand the world, so we just
wait around for you to die so ny
generation can start making

deci si ons.

MARI A
Connor, | can't believe you woul d
say that.

GEORGE

(raising his voice)
That is absolutely uncalled for.
You live in this house, rent-free,
and you think you' re norally
superior? You ve got no fucking
cl ue.

MARI A
Ceor ge.

The dogs have started barking at the heated conversation.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

GEORGE
(1 ouder now)
You're 28. At your age, | had a kid
and a nortgage. Get everything
handed to you, of course you have
no i dea how the world works.

CONNOR
| was asked what | thought.

GEORGE
(at the dogs)
SHUT! UP

Ceorge strikes the nearest dog, who happens to be Mke. M ke
whi npers and cowers; Harry runs off into a different room

No one is quite sure how to react.

LAUREN
May | be excused.

Connor and George stand so Lauren can get up. She brings her
dish to the sink. George |ooks around the table, then |eaves
wordlessly into a different room of the house.

Connor sits back down. Luca and Joyce poke at their food.
Mari a | ooks at Connor’s pl ate.

MARI A
You don’t want your nussels?

CONNOR
| hate shellfish

She doesn’t have a response.

THE END



